
BIOGRAPHY

„
"I applied for the IMPULZ 
fellowship to advance my 
research in a supportive 
setting that encourages 
international collaboration 
and to strengthen my track 
record preparing me for 
competitive applications to 
prestigious international 
grants."  

Paolo Bonardi

Institute of Philosophy, 
Slovak Academy of 

Sciences

Project number 
IM-2024-113

Project duration 
1.10.2025-30.9.2030

I received my PhD in analytic philosophy of language from the Université 
de Genève in 2012, under the supervision of Kevin Mulligan and the 
co-supervision of Marco Santambrogio (Università di Parma). During and after 
my PhD, I visited the philosophy departments of the University of 
Sheffield, NYU, Columbia, UCSB, UCLA, USC, the University of Tokyo and 
Tokyo Metropolitan University, working with Jennifer Saul, Kit Fine, 
Stephen Schiffer, Nathan Salmon, David Kaplan, Scott Soames, Naoya 
Fujikawa and Youichi Matsusaka. I have taught 19 courses at 
institutions including EPFL, the Universities of Sheffield, Geneva, Fribourg, 
Rowan, CUNY and Rutgers. I have been a fellow of the Swiss National Science 
Foundation, the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science and the Austrian 
Science Fund. I am a member of the eidos Centre for Metaphysics 
(Geneva), the VLC Philosophy Lab (Valencia) and the research group 
Phlox (Vienna). In 2022, I held a María Zambrano fellowship (Next 
Generation EU) at the University of Valencia (host: Marc Artiga) and in 
2023-24 an FWF Lise Meitner fellowship at the University of Vienna 
(host: Benjamin Schnieder).

Naturalized Cognitive Relationism and Imaginary Objects

Salmon’s (Frege’s Puzzle, 1986) Millian Russellianism is a prominent theory in 
analytic philosophy of language, which offers a persuasive semantics 
for sentences, proper names and other linguistic expressions. At a 
non-semantic level, it employs modes of presentation to solve puzzling 
cases where intuitively rational subjects believe contradictory Russellian 
propositions, and to address other problematic issues. 
Taking cues from Fine (Semantic Relationism, 2007) and Davidson (Problems 
of Rationality, 2004), in my PhD thesis and recent articles I have 
developed a version of Millian Russellianism called “cognitive relationism“. 
This view rejects modes of presentation mainly due to their lack of 
clear identity conditions, and replaces them with: a non-semantic, viz. 
merely cognitive, and subjective relation of coordination; token thoughts, 
which have a granularity comparable to that of Russellian-proposition 
occurrences and which are individuated using a method based on 
Russellian propositions and cognitive coordination; token-attitude states more 
generally (token beliefs, token desires, token hopes, etc.), constituted by 
token thoughts plus attitudinal modes; and subsystems of belief, such 
that if a subject s believes (the Russellian proposition) p and believes not-p 
without believing p&not-p, then s’s token beliefs that p and that not-p are 
stored in distinct subsystems.  
My research aims to naturalize cognitive relationism by grounding it in 
six philosophically basic yet neuroscientifically analyzable notions: taking as, 
simulation, detecting, basic attitudinal modes, having in mind and 
predicating. My IMPULZ project focuses particularly on Kaplan’s (“An 
Idea of Donnellan”, 2012) causal-Russellian conception of having in 
mind, and seeks to provide an account of imaginary objects – viz. a 
naturalistic version of Salmon’s (“Nonexistence”, 1998) creationism, as 
opposed to Priest’s (Towards Non-Being, 2016) neo-Meinongianism – in 
which having in mind plays a central role. In fact, drawing from 
Soames’ (Rethinking Language, Mind, and Meaning, 2015) cognitive 
approach to propositions according to which a proposition p is the type 
act or state of entertaining or having in mind p, I hypothesize that any 
imaginary object o is a mental type, viz. the type state of having in 
mind o; for example, Holmes (the entity created by Conan Doyle) is the 
type state of having in mind Holmes. I argue that the apparent circularity 
of this proposal disappears once having in mind is analyzed 
neuroscientifically in light of recent discoveries by R.Q. Quiroga 
(“Concept Cells”, 2012).
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